D*- DON NE*S 


Laſt Will and Teſtament. 


| Fuly 21. 165 7, 
Video meliora proboque. A dieu mon Droit. 


Dieu eſt mon Drott. 


= 


<< the Naine of God, Amen, 1 Fobn Donne, by the Mercy of Chriſt Jefus, being, 
>» z ar this time, in good and perfe@ underſtanding, do hereby make My laſt Will and Teſtament in 
\, 


- 
I 
_ 


manner and form following : Firſt, I give my yu and gracious God an: Intire Sacrifice of Body 


and Soul with my moſt humble Thanks, for that his Bleſſed Spirit imprints in me now an aſfured- 
neſs of Salvation of one, and the ReſurreQion of the other 3 and for that conſtant and Cheerful 
Reſolution which the ſame Spirit Eſtabliſhed in me, to live and dye inthe ſame Religion Eſtabliſh- 
ed in England by the known Law. In ExpeRation of the Reſwrreion, 1 deſire that my Body may 


be buried in the moſt private manner that may be in the Church-yard of the Pariſh where I now 
live, without the Ceremony of Calling any Officers, And 1 deſire to be carried to my Grave by the ordinary Bearers of 


the Dead, without troubling any of my Friends, or letting them know of my Death by any means, bur by rbeing pur into 
the Earth, And Idefire my Execwtor to interprer my meaning in this Requeſt, by my Word, and not by his own Diſcre- 
tion ; who peragventure for faſhion ſake, and apprehending we ſhall never meet, may think to order things Better for 
- my Credit. (God be thanked) I have not lived by Fugling, therefore I defire to dye and be buried withour any : 
And not having (as I hope) been burdenſomero my Friends in my Life, I would not Toad their ſhoulders being Dead. 
I deſire and appeint che Rizhr Honourable Ferome Earl of Portland to be my Executor, hoping that for all his Cares 
of me, and Ktndneſſes ro me, he will undertake to ſce this my Will pun@ually performed ; Eſpecially concerning my 
Burial, To the Moſt Excellent, Good, Kind, Vertuoms, Honorable Lady Poriland, I give all the Reſt that I have in this 
Will «nbequeathed: And 1 do not this fooliſhly (as may at the firſt fight appear) becauſe My Lord is My 
Executor ; but hecauſe I know ir will pleaſe the Gaiety of her Hwmour, which ought to be preſerv'd for all their ſakes 
«that have the honour and happineſs to be known unto her, To the Right Honourable The Lord Newport, Tbequeatt 
the Pitture of St.,Anthony, in « round Frame, To my very good friend Mr, Fohn Harvy, the Pitture of the Samaritan, 
by whoſe kindneſs I have been often refreſhed. To my goed friend Mr. Chr. Giſe, Sir Thomas Moor's Head, which 
upon my Conſcience I think was not more 1ngenioss then his own, And1I write this rather as a Commemoration then a 
Legacy, for I have alwaies made a difference between Kindnefſes and Conrteſies, To Mr. George Pitt, 1] give the PiQure 
of my Dutch Fair, which is full of Buſineſs, but where there is alwaics room for a Kindneſs. And I brag of the fa- 
vours 1 received from him, becauſe rhey came not by Chance, To my Coulin Henry Stafford, Son to my kind friend 
Mr. William Stafford, lgive all * Printed Books, which although they are of no great value, yet they may ſecm pro- 
portionable to his yourh, and may ferve as a Memorial to encline him to be as indulgent to poor Scholars as his Father and 
Grand-father have been beforehim, And by this means I give not only a Legacy, but entayle ic upon other men that 
deſerve their kindneſs. To my honourable Friend Sir Alen Broderick I give my Cedar Table, to add a fragour to 
his Excellent Writing, To my kind Friend Mr. Tho. Xilligrew, I give all my Doves, that ſomerhing may deſcend 
upon a Coxrtier that is an Emblem of Kindneſs and Truch, To my Servant Mary Web, if ſhe be with me at the time of my 
death, I give all my Linnen that belongs to my perſonal uſe, and Forty Shiflings above her Wages, if it does not ap- 
pear that ſhe hath occaſioned my death ; which I have often liv'd in fear of, but being alone could never help, al- 
though I have often complained of my ſad Condition to my neareſt Relations, 'twas not fit to trouble others, To 
Mr. Iſaac Walton, | give all my Writings under my Father's hand, which may be of ſome uſe to tis Son, if he makes 
him a Scholar. To the Reverend Biſhop of Chicheſter, I return that Cabiner that was my Fathers, now in my Dining- 
Room, and atl thoſe Papers whichare of As:hors Analyſed by my Father 5 many of which he hath —_ received 
with his Common-Place-Book, which I defire may paſs to Mr, Walton's Son, as being more likely to have uſe for ſuch a 
help, when his age ſhall require ir. Theſe foxr fides of this ſmall _—_ being written by my own hand, 1 hope will' 
' be a ſufficient Teſtimony thar this is my laſt Will, And ſuch Trivial things were not fit for a greater Ceremony than my 
own Hand and Seal, for I have lived alwaies without all other m_—_ but my own Conſcience, and I hope I have honeſt- 


ly diſcharged rhar, I have in a Paper annexed ſomething ar this preſent z *and may do ſome things hereafter, which 1 
preſume my moſt honourable good Lord of Portland will (ce performed, 


= FOHN DONNE, 
Marieourgh. 


Will, Glaſcocke, When I made this Will, I was alone ; afterwards I defired my good Friends 
the Earl of Marlebwrgh, and Mr, Glaſcocke to Witneſs it, Which was in 


Novemb. thc 21 1661. 
70 HN DONNE. 


Wimaeſes) 


Non curo quid de me Tudicet heres. Hor. 


—_— ——_ ee 


_____ FG OO —_ 


Printed, February 23. 1662, 


